RSP ¢ No. 49 « 2016: 42-55

ORIGINAL PAPER

Managing the Concept Mapping of Civil Society: A Relational
Analysis of its Targeted Topics for Public Participation and
Democratization Practice

Anca Parmena Olimid”

Abstract:

The present paper revisits the social and political postulates of the civil society in the post-
communist period and it highlights the main aspects of the institutional capacity and
dimensions recognized as basic principles for a democratic society. The attempt to
highlight the social and political actors of transition focuses on a complex analysis of the
proper understanding of the rule of law and the normative criteria that usually interrelate
with the framework of civil society and its functional and institutional lens. We
demonstrate analytically and emphasize using content and legal analysis that aiding and
enabling an efficient civil society depends on the legal inputs of the social reform outputs.

Keywords: civil society, governance, state, participation, representation

*Associate Professor, PhD, University of Craiova, Faculty of Social Sciences, Political Sciences
specialization, Center of Post-Communist Political Studies (CEPOS), Phone: 0040251418515, Email:
parmena2002@yahoo.com

42


mailto:parmena2002@yahoo.com

Managing the Concept Mapping of Civil Society: A Relational Analysis ...

Introduction

The debate about civil society and its relational analysis with the local governance
and democracy practice has its origins in the political, social, cultural encounters of the
last twenty years, but nowadays it finds its inner discussion in the terms of actions,
democratic mechanisms and political processes.

Thus, the research hypothesis across the civil society’s actions and its linkage to
the governance and democracy approaches focuses on the following approaches: How is
best defined the civil society considering the state-society relationship? Are local
observation, national encounters and gradual-generalization decisive in defining the civil
society’s lens? Is civil society considered as a democratic practice necessary in the
transition context? Can be the civil society considered as an organizational construct in
Eastern Europe? Can civil society be exclusively focused on an “experiential” approach
to social continuity and change?

We demonstrate analytically and emphasize using the concept mapping method
that the content analysis advances an efficient civil society depending on the democratic
inputs and the social reform outputs: 1. similarities between European and non-European
countries regarding the linkage between governance and the civil society participation
comparing the place and practice of “civil society groups in multilevel governance”
(Laforest, 2013); 2. the process of democratization: political, social and economic terms;
3. The legal requirements for a minimum analytical framework of the civil society in post-
communism.

One point concerns the context of the state-civil society relationship also serving
as the agenda-setting role within the political transition characterizing two periods: 1. first
approach: beginning of the 1990s to mid 1990s: cross-national approaches (national
variables): reconciliation, political dialogue, local justice mechanisms; 2. second
approach: beginning of 2000s: causal variations: consequences of economic and political
reforms, judicial mechanisms, integration mechanisms.

Methodology

Before proceeding to determine the common basis for the research of the civil
society and its actions, this study defines the actual approaches used to explain the
concepts and definitions (hereinafter Dcv) surrounding civil society and describing four
main phases of the its : Dcvl. civil society and the discourse of democratization in post-
communism; Dcv2. civil society and its variations in post-communism; Dcv3. civil
society and the practice and discourse of the local governance considering the historical
institutionalist approach (Georgescu, 2014); Dcv3. civil society as based “experiential”
approach to social continuity and change distinguishing between two common usages of
the term social continuity, social policies and social control.

Since the study deals with the conceptual interpretations arising due to the civil
society’s actions and its lens, it is important to individualize the four approaches emerging
in the community constituents. Moreover, it will point out that the civil society is
considered as a community of citizens linked by goals, objectives and common interests
contributing to a collective activity.

To abstract useful concept mapping (hereinafter CML1. .. 4 b, ¢) for the civil society
and the associated targeted topics, we will use, as research method, the “concept mapping”
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that will create and generate “the relationship among a set of targeted topics” linking and
representing the concepts as a “network diagram” (Given, 2008: 108).

The tables associated in the analysis will contain in the Column 1 the author’s
name, in Column 2 the concept mapping from A to C and Column 3 the targeted topics
associated with each concept mapping (hereinafter Ttl... s n, ). The linkages between
Concept Mapping A, B and C are identified to refine the new fixed-approaches of the civil
society considering the concept mapping variations (CML1... 4 b ¢) and targeted topics
interfaces (Ttl....s b, ¢). Based on the concept mapping-targeted topics linkage, the
analysis has the potential to enable the following kinds of connections: civil society is...
(Table 1) - civil society as... (Table 2) - civil society as organizational structure (Table 3).
Each table delivers associated conceptualizations around the main civil society assets:
interface of the transnational networks and society aid, space for the communication of
ideas, linkage between democratic practices and social intervention connecting
community level engagement and involvement and regulatory mechanisms in Europe.

Civil society and the discourse of democratization

When considering the debate about the civil society society and the discourse of
democratization, Mcllwaine reveals and launches a concise definition of the civil society
in the so-called “transnational” perspective.

By acknowledging the micro- and macro- levels of meanings, the author
characterises not only the social practice variations, but also the explorations of the
governmental organizations. Mcllwaine also argues that the understandings and
conceptual meanings of the civil society research encounter and examine how civil society
scales from the local level to the macro-level (global or transnational levels meaning:
viewpoints, interpretations and transnational scales. Mcllwaine’s study also recognizes
the meanings of the so-called transnational civil society and the exploration of the
governamental organizations in a Gramscian viewpoint (Mcllwaine, 2007). Furthermore,
Grajzl and Murrell claim that the interpretation of the civil society’s actions and acts is
often dominated by “partisan interest groups and politicians” (Grajzl, Murrell, 2009: 1-
41). Moreover, the same authors initiate a discussion on the “welfare implications of
fostering civil society critically” depending on the particularities of the local environment
in transitional countries and developing regions (Grajzl, Murrell, 2009: 1-41).

In the same direction, Spina and Raymond witness the civil society debate
“through outside assistance” by facilitating a better understanding of social interventions
and acts (Spina, Raymond, 2014: 878-879). Moreover, the same authors stimulate and
establish the debate over the “functioning state institutions” and the social capacity of the
assistance, mechanisms and processes during the post 1990°s period developing narrow
definitions of the term of “civil society aid” and “substantial foreign assistance” (Spina,
Raymond, 2014: 878-879). A further conceptual interpretation is indicated by Peter
Burnell and Peter Calvert who guideline o broader view of civil society beyond the various
relations between state and civil society.

This certainly explains the disciplinary outcomes of the demands and additional
resources for the stability of democratic system accountability (Burnell, Calvert, 2004).
By so developing the fundamental principles of representation of state, the authors discuss
the social role of political actors and the relevant frameworks of a consolidated demaocracy
(Burnell, Calvert, 2004: 15-16). Burnell and Calvert tend to argue the equilibrium of
competitive democratic forces and polarizing the “dominance and subordinacy in social
life” (Burnell, Calvert, 2004: 16-17).
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In other words, the authors set different contexts and resolutions of the
relationship between civil society and democratizatioon by giving to “a multiplicity” of
factors roles and norms for controlling and legitimating “the relationship between civil
society and democratization™ (Burnell, Calvert, 2004: 17-18) (furthermore, for the concept
mapping — targeted topics analysis on “civil society is...”, see Table 1 Concept Mapping
of the Civil Society: Civil society is).

Table 1. Concept Mapping of the Civil Society: Civil society is...

Author Concept Mapping A Targeted topics A
(hereinafter CMa) (hereinafter Tt a)
. Civil society (network Transnational networks
Mcllwaine (2007) (Cl\t/lylE,) ) (TtL)

Inclusing exploration of
governemental organizations
(Tt2s)

Transnational civil society

Mcllwaine (2007) (CM2,)
a,

“civil society aid” and

“substantial foreign Functioning state institutions

Spina and Raymond

(2014) assistance” (CM3,) (Tt3:)

Grajzl and Murrell L . . Sacial interventions and
(2009) Civil society assistance (CM4 ,) acts (Ttdy)
Burnell and Calvert Civil society (social life) Dominance and subordinacy

(2004) (CM5,) in social life (Tt5)

Source: Author’s own compilation

This first table of the concept mapping of the civil society, that of the targed topics
of transnational networks, governmental organizations, state institutions, social acts and
social life (Tt1l-2,), can be a source to identify and to reveal the conceptual system
mapping (CM1-2,), enabling the civil society at the interface of the transnational civil
society (CM2 ;) and the “substantial foreign assistance” (CM3 ).

By adding the new concept mapping of the “civil society aid” (CM3 ) and the
civil society assistance (CM4,) to the Concept Mapping A, the new conceptual devise of
the civil society becomes the concept learning that might be linked to the combination of
“social life”, “social intervention” and “society assistance”.

Based on the above reasoning, it seems right to set the new fixed-approach of the
civil society and its practical approach, “social life”. Looking closer at the Table 1, each
column introduces different heading for each author that labels the following statements:
Mcllwaine (2007)_civil society (network)/ transnational civil society_transnational
network/ exploration of governmental organisations; Spina and Raymond (2014) civil
society aid and assistance_state institutions; Grajzl and Murrell (2009)_civil society
assistance_social intervention; Burnell and Calvert (2004) social life_dominance and
subordinacy.
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Civil society and the politics of community-driven conceptualization

Although civil society rediscovered in post-communism the representations of
social representation and interventions, the concept of “civil society as...” has emerged
assuming the preconditions of the transitional state and social determinations dominated.
on the one hand by the space of public communication and, on the other hand, by the
importance of the institutional changes.

In the comparative discussions on civil media and local governance, it is often
used a particular set of approaches of civil and uncivil societies (Olimid, 2014). One
response is called the “democratic civilised West” and it sees the current conditions of
the establishment of the civil society-media-global governance linkage. Ame Hintz
argues “the term” is used “as frame which has been filled with different people at different
time” (Hintz, 2009: 19).

Based on the understandings of the common usages of the governance discourse,
the author argues that the civil society is an open space of communication of ideas and
exchange of “interest and values”- distinguishing between “civil” and “uncivil” societies
in which the shared background of social spheres enables the “space of oppositional
citizens groups and social movements™ (Hintz, 2009: 20).

This approach emerged during the end of the 1990’s influenced by the social
continuity of transition and the necessities of political change aiming to expose the “based
experiential” understandings of how the post-communist civil society levels the civic
participation and social involvement vs the weakness of the social participation. Marc
Morjé Howard, influenced by based “experiential” approach to social continuity and
change, explains that the transformative consequences of communist to post-communist
institutions using the main causal factors, mechanisms and processes and examining the
“relative influence of a set of factors from difference times in people’s lives on their
attitudes toward” social approaches and patterns (Howard, 2003: 19). As a result of this
“relative influence”, the author attempts to determine depend institutional pattern and “a
uniform set of experiences” (Howard, 2003: 19).

Another crucial pattern of the civil society’s experience involves the social
approaches of the distinction between rights, rationality and membership when
considering the meanings and understandings of civil society and citizenship. Building
on the adequate grounding of citizenship rights, Somers argues that the *“modern
citizenship” presents alternative explanations to the legal approaches, but also a
convergence of institutional analysis (Somers, 1994).

The central characteristic of the established democracies rates the context of
theorization of “global civil society”, the setting agenda of the democratisation and the
legitimacy of state. This focus is appropriated by Baker that argues the political equality
and the necessities of rights “without questioning” or reducing “action in global civil
society” (Baker, 2002). As Mentzel also considers, the civil society has to mark national
identity and the place of the linkage nation-civil society in the arenas of the revolutions
of 1989 (Mentzel, 2012).

Other contemporary discussions locate the “civil society in a politics of civic-
driven change” and describe a particular set of conceptual diffusions aimed at focusing
on the rights practice, citizenship approaches and leadership processes (Fowler, Biekart,
2013). Reasons for an advanced analysis of the leadership processes are being connected
through a focus on the social and political actors usually interrelating the framework of
civil society and its functional and institutional lens: 1. civil society as democratic
practice (Ku, 2000); 2. civil society as a manageable concept within the communitarian
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logic (Rosenblum, 1994); 3. civil society and the conceptual separation of civil society
from the state involving social actors and society self-limitations (Akman, 2011); 4. the
civil society and the active role of development in global governance (Smith, Brassett,
2008); 4. civil society as an organizational construct within the public sphere bringing
together citizens with common interests and sharing same goals (Bee, 2014); 5. the
transitional justice, governmentality, and EU demaocratic construction (Kurki, 2011); 6.
the civil society as an open system and the role of social capital as basis of democratic
citizenship (Lehning, 1998) (furthermore, for the concept mapping — targeted topics
analysis on “civil society as...”, see Table 2 Concept Mapping of the Civil Society: Civil

society as).

Table 2. Concept Mapping of the Civil Society: Civil society as...

Concept Mapping B
At (hereinafter CMb)
Hintz (2009) Civil socwétg'\jsispen space
Civil society as
“experiental” approach
(CM2y)

Civil society as
convergence (CMy)

Howard (2003)

Somers (1994)

Civil society as linkage of

Baker (2002) rights and actions (CM4y)

Civil society as linkage of
nation-civil society
(CM5y)

Civil society as politics-

Mentzel (2012)

Fowler and Biekar

(2013) driven change (CM6y)
Civil society as
Ku (2000) democratice practice

(CM7y)

Civil society as
communitarian logic
(CM8y)

Civil society as linkage to
social acting (CM9y)

Rosenblum (1994)

Akman (2011)

Smith and Civil society dependent on
Brassett (2008) development (CM10y)
Bee (2014) Civil society as construct

(CM11y)
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Targeted topics B
(hereinafter Tty)
civil society as an open space of
communication of ideas and
exchange of “interest and values”
(Ttly)
influenced by based “experiental”
approach to social continuity and
change (Tt2y)

“modern citizenship” and a
convergence of institutional analysis
(Tt3y)
political equality and the necessities
of rights “without questioning” or
reducing “action in global civil
society” (Ttdy)
national identity and the place of the
linkage nation-civil society in the
arenas of the revolutions of 1989
(Tt5)

“civil society in a politics of civic-
driven change” (Tt6p)

democratic practice (Tt7y)

communitarian logic (Tt8)

social actors and society self-
limitations (Tt9p)
active role of development in global
governance (Tt10p)

organizational construct (Tt11p)
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Civil society as linkage of  transitional justice, governmentality,

Kurki (2011) legal and democratic links and EU democratic construction
(CM12y) (Tt12y)
Civil society dependent on role of social capital as basis of

Lehning (1998) citizenship (CM13y) democratic citizenship (Tt13y)

Source: Author’s own compilation

The second table of the concept mapping of the civil society, that of the targed
topics of “open space of communication of ideas” (Ttly), *“experiential” approach to
social continuity and change” (Tt2y) , “convergence to the institutional analysis” (Tt3p) ,
“the linkage nation-civil society in the arenas of the revolutions of 1989 (Tt5p), “politics
of civic-driven change” (Tt6p), “democratic practice” (Tt7p), “communitarian logic”
(Tt8p), “organizational construct” (Tt11ly), outline other sources to enable the conceptual
system mapping (CM1-2y), revealing the civil society’s likage to the social actions (CM9
b) and democratic links (CM12y). As in Table 1, by adding the new concept mapping of
the “open space” (CM1y,) and the dependency on citizenship (CM13p) to the Concept
Mapping B, the new conceptual devise of the civil society becomes the framework
modelling for the new application domain of the concept mapping of civil society as
linkage between democratic practice-communitarian logic-development-dependent
citizenship.

As in Table 1, when considering the linkages author-concept mapping-targeted
topics, we reveal the following statements: Hintz (2009) civil society as open
space_interests and values; Howard (2003)_experiential approach_continuity and change;
Somers  (1994) convergence_citizenship and institutional analysis; Mentzel
(2012)_nation and civil society linkage arenas of the revolutions of 1989; Kurki
(2011)_linkage of legal and democratic approaches_EU democratic construction; Lehning
(1998)_citizenship_social capital.

Civil society and the politics of post-civil society

Another recent literature development concerns the “politics of post-civil society”
(Gudavarthy, 2013). Gudavarthy argues that the theories regarding the civil society is
defined as a manageable process with new forms, insights and strategies and identity
articulation of human rights movements and trajectories of the constitutional-democratic
connection between civil society and oppositional politics (Gudavarthy, 2013: 8).

A further issue concerns the institutionalist emphasis of the European civil society
shaping the policy initiatives and the social sphere of the civil dialogue (Smismans, 2003).
Despite the differences in demonstrating the politics of post-civil society, Gudavarthy and
Smismans share the common attribute of the constitutional-democratic performance and
the participation of civil society providing a direct resource for the public engagement and
involvement (Themudo, 2013).

In a recent study, other authors outline a series of approaches to the politics of
conflict as a “constructivist critique of consociational and civil society theories” (Dixon,
2012). Moreover, Dixon presents “a (critical realist) constructivist critique of both
consociational and civil society/transformationist approaches and their crude
understandings of politics and the prospects for political change” (Dixon, 2012).
Furthermore, the changing conditions of the public activities show that the increasing
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citizens’ participation links social dialogue to the deliberative democracy (Oberg,
Svensson, 2012).

As for the particular interest of civil society to relate the principles of “liberty,
autonomy”, Castiglione argues for the “conjunction with the great social and political”
requirements (Castiglione, 1994).

Civil society as organizational structure

The term civil society is also dependent upon the importance of the organizational
structure and a multi-level conception. Oberg and Svensson (2012) argue that challenge
of the civil society sector has to focus on the linkage between the deliberative democracy
and the national arenas of the public debate (Oberg, Svensson 2012).

Therefore, it is the organizational engagement that is important and there are the
influencing decisions of the national public policies that should be analysed and
interpreted first (Oberg, Svensson 2012). As a society reaches and develops trans-national
networks, we may encounter the emergence of several approaches: civil society behaviour
and actors preferences; conflict-oriented approaches and national infrastructures dealing
with the local governance variations, power relations and governmental relations (Sellers,
Kwak, 2011).

A much more critical observation of this approach comes from exploring the
collaborative and connecting environmental governance linking the power relations and
bridging actors, sectors, community and experiences Ali-Khan and Mulvihill argue that
characteristic patterns of environmental governance explore and facilitate the
collaborative approaches of the civil society actors, the determinants and the “potential
role of actor agency” (Ali-Khan, Mulvihill, 2008: 1974-1975).

While many are arguing that exploring the variations of civil society actors,
governmental officials and leaders bridges also actors and decisions, Wallman Lundasen
argues that there are specific forms of political participation encouraging the various
measurement of community level involvement and engagement (Wallman Lundasen,
2015). The same author explores the local voluntary associations participation contibuting
to the framework of a “consociational context” of the “local political culture” (Lundasen,
2015).

Furthermore, despite the apparent potential of consociational context™ of the
“local political culture” and citizens engagement, there is a particular proposition of
Skelcher and Torfing, involving the concepts of “civic participation” and “citizens' sense
of democratic ownership of governmental processes” (Skelcher, Torfing, 2010). The same
authors also explore the multi-level structure of the democratic governance involving the
“institutionalized participatory governance” and “the traditional forms of representative
government” (Skelcher, Torfing, 2010: 71-72).

Setting-up the institutional design of the civic participation and democratic
ownership, Skelcher, and Torfing highlight that the “democratic governance of regulatory
policies in Europe” depends on the way in which also the civil society-governments-
social-political context-economic competiveness is developed (Skelcher, Torfing, 2010:
71) (Furthermore, for the concept mapping — targeted topics analysis on “civil society as
organizational structure”, see Table 3 Concept Mapping of the Civil Society: Civil society
as organizational structure).
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Table 3. Concept Mapping of the Civil Society: Civil society as organizational
structure...

Concept Mapping C

AT (hereinafter CMc)
civil society is defined
Gu?zaovla}gr)thy as a manageable
process CM )
Civil society as
Smismans (2003) institutional emphasis

(CM2,)

Civil society linkage to
the public participation
(CM3,)

Civil society as
organizational
structure (CM4,)
Civil society likage to
the conflict-oriented
research (CM5c)

Themudo (2013)

Oberg and
Svensson (2012)

Sellers and Kwak
(2011)

Civil society linkage to
the power relation
(CM6,)

Ali-Khan and
Mulvihill (2008)

Civil society linkage to
the specific forms of
political participation
(CMT7)

Civil society and the -
linkage to the
consociational context
of local approach
(CM8,)

Civil society - linkage
to the institutional
design of European

policies (CM9;)
Civil society and -
linkage to the politics
of conflict (CM10¢)

Lundasen (2015)

Skelcher and
Torfing (2010)

Skelcher and
Torfing (2010)

Dixon (2012)

Targeted topics C (hereinafter Ttc)

“politics of post-civil society”;
articulation of human rights movements
and trajectories of the constitutional-
democratic connection between civil
society and oppositional politics (Ttlc)

policy initiatives and the social sphere
of the civil dialogue (Tt2:)

a direct resource for the public
engagement and involvement (Tt3c)

deliberative democracy and the national
arenas of the public debate (Tt4c)

trans-national networks; civil society
behaviour and actors preferences (Tt5.)

environmental governance exploring
and facilitating the collaborative
approaches of the civil society actors
(Tt6c)

the various measurement of community
level involvement and engagement
(Tt7c)

“local political culture” and citizens
engagement (Tt8

“democratic governance of regulatory
policies in Europe” (Tt9c)

“constructivist critique of
consociational and civil society
theories” (Tt10c)

Source: Author’s own compilation
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The third table of the concept mapping of the civil society, that of the targed
topics of constitutional-democratic connection between civil society and oppositional
politics (Ttlc), of the policy initiatives and the social sphere of the civil dialogue (Tt2),
of the direct resource for the public engagement and involvement (Tt3c), enables various
concept mapping from defining civil society as a manageable process and mechanism
(CML,), as linkage to the public participation (CM3c), power relations (CM6¢) and
political participation (CM7c), connecting the concept mapping to the local approach. As
in Table 1 and Table 2, by adding the new concept mapping of the consociational context
of local approach (CM8;) and of the institutional design of European policies (CM9¢) to
the Concept Mapping C, the new conceptual devise of the civil society reveals for Table
3 the model framework of the new domain of civil society as linkage between the targeted
topics of: the community level involvement and engagement (Tt7 ¢), citizens engagement
(Tt8 ), “democratic governance of regulatory policies in Europe” (Tt9 ¢) and *“civil society
theories™ (Tt10 ¢). As in first two tables: Table 1 and Table 2, when considering the
linkages author-concept mapping-targeted topics, we enable the following statements:
Gudavarthy (2013)_manageable processes_movements and trajectories of the
constitutional democracies; Smismans (2003)_institutional emphasis_policy initiatives:
Themudo (2013)_public participation_public engagement; Sellers and Kwak
(2011)_conflict oriented research_behavior and actors preferences; Ali-Khan and
Mulvihill_power relations_environmental governance; Dixon (2012)_politics of
conflict_constructivist theories of the civil society.

Participatory democracy, civil society’s lens and local linkages

As Skelcher and Torfing remind us, the consociational context of local approach
is attractive because it is the result of the “local political culture™ and citizens engagement.
Under these circumstances, Busher believes that civil religion is also a factor that
reconfigures the responses to the “contemporary repositioning of the nation state within
the supra-national political, economic, legal and cultural orders entailed by globalization™
(Busher, 2012: 414-415). Civil society is seen as depending on how current
reconfigurations of civilizational arguments face the references to the civilizational
belongings (Busher, 2012: 414-415). As Gil de ZUfiga, Jung and Valenzuela note, the
social media use also reveals that the “informational purposes similarly contributes to
foster democratic processes and the creation of social capital” (ZUfiga, Jung, Valenzuela,
2012: 319). Accordingly, these formulations emphasize that the knowledge and efficiency
of the political structures depends on the democratic processes and the political
participatory behaviors ““in the context of today's socially-networked-society” (ZUfiga,
Jung, Valenzuela, 2012: 319).

The authors argue that the key objective is to test how civil society faces the
democratic processes and political structures actions. Civil society does however seek to
answers to the challenges of the civic participation in multiracial and multi-ethnic
contexts.

Thus, the expanded model of community engagement and citizens’ involvement
relates and also outlines various consequences and marks for the normative aspects of
policy-making processes of the social context enabling the multilevel approach. The
exploration of the immigration phenomenon allows the test of the civic engagement and
participation integrating migration-civic engagement factors, various levels of
participation and civic attitudes and political participation (Gastil, Xenos, 2010).
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Other recent literature findings investigate the religion-civic culture linkage and
require the reconceptualization of the individual-country level and of the relationship
between local, regional, and national association membership (Lam, 2006). However,
norms of membership and/ or citizenship are linking the good governance outcomes to the
“citizens' attachment to civic norm” (Kotzian, 2014). In well-structured society, both good
governance and the norms and principles of citizenship determine “the importance citizens
attach to these norms” (Kotzian, 2014).

Furthermore, the roles and the impact of the regulatory state framework enables a
certain discussion on the decision making process and the transfer of state action to the
“global South” (Hochstetler, 2012). By considering the key elements of the deliberative
democracy, de Brelaz and Alves argue that the “different stages of advocacy and lobbying
processes” and “the influence of regulatory framework” legitimates the linkage between
the deliberate type of democracy, representation and the public discussion (de Brelaz,
Alves, 2011: 202-203). Wheatley also examine the extent to which the democratic
approaches to political authority and global governance at the micro- and macro-levels of
regulatory policies in Europe results from “the idea of legitimate political authority”
(Wheatley, 2012). In addition to this focus, the key role of the operational levels of
democratic legitimacy can be applied in “multiple regulatory regimes” (Wheatley, 2012:
158-159) and “in the absence of a global constitutional settlement and establishment™
(Wheatley, 2012: 160). Howe

As noted above, the linkage between local-regional-national-global governance
on the vertical approach to the particular area interest of the “varieties of capitalism” and
the dynamics of the institutional system affecting the *“the management of institutional
heterogeneity by transnational corporations” (Faulconbridge, 2008: 185). However,
Faulconbridge argues that enabling a relational analysis between national institutional
systems and practice reveals “different work practices” at “macro-level categories”
(Faulconbridge, 2008: 185).

Despite the fact that the relational analysis of civil society’s actions and lens in
global governance plays a targeted role for the democratic mechanisms in the developing
countries (Waheduzzaman, As-Saber, 2015). Waheduzzaman and As-Saber also reveal
that the level of participatory governance “insinuates” that the citizens’ participation
emerges as an important element of the functionality of the political system relating
participation-local development actions and activities and the development initiatives
Waheduzzaman, As-Saber, 2015: 474-475).

Sellers and Kwak also establish the local patterns of the relations between state
(local state)-society-local governance-governmental institutions. This analysis reveals
that the national infrastructures for local governance are linked to the “national variations
in the shape of civil society” (Sellers, Kwak, 2011: 620). The relations between the
national variations to the local patterns and local state engagement also enable the
consideration of the “knowledge and policy mobilities” used to analyze the local effects
of development and sustainable designs (Faulconbridge, 2015).

Conclusions

The present article argues that the rrelationship between the context of the civil
society at national level and the local connection between a strong civil society and a
sustainable democracy has to enable the institutional design of the society behaviour and
actors preferences.
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In conclusion, in the associational context of the post-civil context and the
political life and democracy, expanding the conceptual arenas and prospects of the local/
global and environment governance, consolidation of democracy and a pro-demaocratic
civic participation and engagement develops trans-national networks and dynamize the
civil society approaches by combining the theories of organizational structures and local
governance encounters.
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